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1.0 Introduction

On April 9, 2019, The MBTW Group and the City of Hamilton Landscape Architectural Services (LAS) conducted the first of
a series of Public Advisory Group meetings for the Sam Lawrence Park Master Plan project. The meeting was held at the
Concession Street Library located at 255 Concession St, Hamilton, Ontario. This Event Report contains copies of the
materials presented and summarizes feedback obtained during the meeting.

The Public Advisory Group (PAG) was formed by the City of Hamilton LAS and includes a variety of representatives from
the community. This PAG has been assembled specifically to provide input into the development of the Sam Lawrence
Park Master Plan. All members are volunteers from the community. A total of 19 people attended the meeting.

Meeting No.1 provided the group with background information, project purpose, tentative project schedule, and
presented a set of Preliminary Evaluation Criteria for consideration and discussion. The meeting outcome provided the
project team with initial concerns and ideas from the public regarding the history of Sam Lawrence Park, the Master Plan
process, and the Preliminary Evaluation Criteria (Criteria for Success). The following sections provide a summary of the
Preliminary Evaluation Criteria that was presented, followed by a summary of the key points that were discussed during
the meeting.

The meeting material was presented to the group using multiple methods including a digital display, printed 11x17
booklets, and printed 24x36 panels that were mounted on the wall. As the project team presented the preliminary
evaluation criteria, comments were recorded on sticky notes by MBTW Group and placed on 24x36 panels. Meeting
minutes were recorded by the City of Hamilton LAS.

PAG Meeting No.1 included:
e Abrief presentation (refer to Attachment A) conducted by the City’s Project Manager, John Vandriel, of
Landscape Architectural Services and Jana Joyce, The MBTW Group;
e Display Panels to facilitate discussion (refer to Attachment B); and
e Open discussion.

2.0 Preliminary Evaluation Criteria (Criteria for Success)

In addition to the background material, the Public Advisory Group was presented with a set of Preliminary Evaluation
Criteria for review and discussion. The Preliminary Evaluation Criteria presented was based on feedback previously
collected from:

e  Staff Stakeholder Meetings;

e Informal public engagement ‘pop-up’ events; and

e  Public Meeting No.1.
The evaluation criteria will represent the key goals and objectives of the master plan and are being developed by the
project team with input from the public and internal stakeholders. More specifically, the final evaluation criteria will form
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a schedule of questions aimed at measuring developed design concepts against the key goals and objectives, ensuring that
the final master plan concept represents the most responsive design for the Park.

The Preliminary Evaluation Criteria was presented to the Public Advisory Group under a series of themes, each with a set
of questions aimed at qualifying the proposed design concepts. The preliminary themes presented by the project team
included:

Connectivity

Maintenance

Safety

Amenities

Character & Heritage
Interpretation & Education
Landscape, Design & Programming
Barrier Free Design (Social)

Barrier Free Design (Physical)
Traffic & Mobility

A summary of comments and open discussion regarding the criteria themes is provided in the following sections.

Theme > Connectivity

1)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)
9)

Page...2

Wayfinding would improve the pedestrian experience and navigation around the site.

The pedestrian walkway adjacent to the Jolley Cut (connecting to the display gardens) presents the feeling of
being unsafe next to vehicular traffic.

A pedestrian bridge over the Jolley Cut would improve connections to different park segments, particularly to the
Concession Street businesses.

Currently, you cannot walk circuitously around the entire park; most people just go in and out the way they came
in. A pedestrian bridge connection would allow for this movement to occur.

The lower walkways currently provide park users with the option to connect to the display gardens without
walking next to the Jolley Cut; however, they are unsafe at certain times of day and different times of the year.
The pedestrian walkway directly north of (below) the west parking lot is currently too narrow for strollers,
buggies, and park maintenance vehicles. Consider widening.

While some people have difficulty navigating stairs, others have difficulty navigating ramps / slopes. The Master
Plan should consider this in its design.

Consider transit vehicle movements in any proposed traffic calming design measures.

Signage and wayfinding could be improved in the park, particularly to the different park segments.



Sam

Lawrence Park Master Plan

Public Advisory Group Meeting No.1 // April 4, 2019

Theme > Maintenance

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

The escarpment walkways are not plowed in winter.

There is litter scattered everywhere in the wooded areas (plastic bags in trees).

Horticultural-themed display gardens (similar to those at the Royal Botanical Gardens) that are low maintenance
and drought-tolerant are a way of keeping the gardens aesthetically beautiful, but with minimal maintenance and
use of water.

Redesigning the display gardens to be minimal maintenance will allow Parks staff to focus efforts around the rest
of the park (litter clean-up, etc.)

Sometimes kids like to toboggan in the dark through trees and on top of some of the garden areas. Can the future
garden design consider this?

Theme > Safety

1)
2)
3)

Lighting that provides a sense of safety, but also does not take away from the dark sky would be desired.
There may be certain areas that are appropriate to light up and other areas that are not.
Examining safety of the pathways is needed.

Theme > Amenities

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)

A shade structure / gazebo on the upper lawn area would be desired. Currently there isn’t much shade.
“Shakespeare in the Park” would be a great programming opportunity in this park.

Many people have wedding photos taken here. Sometimes wedding parties come with tour buses, which create
conflict with other park users, especially in the parking lot.

Some people use the parking lot as a park-and-ride lot, commuting in to the Lower City each day.

Currently the park serves the needs of adults. There may be opportunity to add amenities that also accommodate
children (playground?)

Theme > Character & Heritage

1)
2)

Page...3

Ensure the character of the park is preserved.
It is understood that views are a critical component of the Park’s character and history. Maintaining views and the
Park’s status in the






























































































































