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STAGE 2 SHORTLISTED PROPOSAL

Empowered: Hamilton the Electric City

This sculpture titled, Empowerment: Hamilton the Electric City is a visual statement that 
celebrates Hamilton as being internationally recognized as the “Electric City.” Being 
the first major city in Canada for its innovation, led by 5 entrepreneurs referred to as 
The Five Johns, Hamilton utilized new technologies that allowed hydro-electricity to be 
transmitted long distances in a cost-effective way. The sculpture’s title Empowerment is 
a word that infers the individual and society is more “prosperous” in daily life,  
“connecting” with how AC power has and continues to be a technology of historical 
change.

Utilizing an iconic image associated with AC power like an electrical plug while in 
association to “the figure,” this sculpture implies and speaks emblematically to the 
individual, cultural growth, expansion and innovation embodied by the inventor Nikola 
Tesla. Nikola Tesla, inventor and electrical engineer is attributed to the production, 
transmission and application of electric power. However, the sculpture also draws a 
parallel with the notion of human “connection.” The title of the sculpture Empowered 
symbolically implies how electricity has played a significant role within human 
communication, industry, citizenry, transportation, recreation and leisure while  
“embracing” the importance of environmental sustainability. Green electricity is 
suggestively implied by the “spirited” green electric plug placed within an organic, 
garden-like footprint. Further, the symbolic colour of green is intended to speak to 
the essence and spirit of human ingenuity, ideals, and environmental stewardship, 
emphasizing the conviction of a responsive awareness and accountable “connection” 
with electrical ingenuity and our natural environment. 

To contextualize the sculpture regarding the project goals and to convey the history 
and impact of hydroelectric-AC power in Hamilton, a didactic plaque and plinth will be 
placed in relation to the sculpture. This will not only give insight and awareness into the 
sculpture’s symbolic and representational associations but allow a “pedestrian draw” to 
the sculpture for an additional involved experience, awareness, and appreciation.
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Elevation and Details
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