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Enteric Disease Outbreak Control Checklist for Child Care Centres
· Begin a Line Listing for children and staff when an outbreak is suspected.
· Call Public Health Services at (905) 546-2063.  Ask to speak to your Public Health Liaison or an Infectious Disease Program Staff.  
· Remind staff and parents of the exclusion policy in the child care centre.

· Post a notice at the entrance of the child care centre to inform parents of the outbreak of illness.  As well, have fact sheets available for the parents.  Obtain fact sheets from Public Health Services.

· Monitor bowel movements of all children for daily changes during diapering and after toileting.  

· Discuss collecting stool samples from ill children and staff.  Public Health will deliver specimen collection kits.  Obtain parental consent to collect stool specimens from ill children, or distribute stool kits to parents for collection.  Double bag the stool specimens and keep them cool (e.g. in the fridge but separate from the food).  Call Public Health Services to arrange for pick up.  Specimens must arrive at the lab within 48 hours.
· Separate ill children and staff at the day care from well persons.  For example, place child in the staff room under direct supervision.  Ensure the ill child uses a separate washroom than the other children.  The isolation area (staff room) and the designated washroom must be cleaned and high level disinfected once the child leaves (and as often as required while the child remains at the facility). 

· Food may be a source of illness and should be saved (if available) for possible analysis.  Keep food in the refrigerator (do not freeze). 
· Give handwashing reminders to all staff regarding the importance of children and staff washing their hands often.  Handwashing is the most important control measure. 
· Group staff so that some staff ONLY have contact with ill children and some staff ONLY have contact with well children.  Try to do this as much as possible.  The number of staff available and the number of children will limit this control measure.

· No common activities should occur during an outbreak between different groups of children.

· Clean and disinfect toys and environmental surfaces thoroughly and more often.  HIGH LEVEL DISINFECTANT MUST BE USED IN AN OUTBREAK SITUATION.
  If you have questions about types or concentrations of disinfectants call Public Health Services at (905) 546-2063.

· Water play tables and indoor sandboxes must not be used for class activity while an outbreak is occurring.  

Public Health OB Leader Action

· Inform Ministry of Children and Youth Services  Compliance Officer of the OB.
· Inform Ministry of Children and Youth Services of the OB declared over date.

Ministry of Children and Youth Services Phone # 905-521-7633

NOTE:  An outbreak cannot be declared over without prior consultation and agreement by the Medical Officer of Health, or designate (Public Health Services Representative).
Date Reviewed with Public Health Representative: ________________________

Signature of Public Health Representative: _______________________________

Signature of Child Care Centre Representative: ___________________________
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