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Executive Summary

The City of Hamilton has completed a Class Environmental Assessment (EA) for a Brantford-bound
access ramp to Highway 403 within Ancaster with emphasis on access from Mohawk Road. In
developing a preferred design, consideration was given to the technical concerns of the City and the
Ministry of Transportation (MTO), needs/concerns or the local community, as well as local
environmental and economic constraints. This study was completed as a Schedule C project under
the Municipal Class EA. As a Schedule C project, the study fulfiled Phases 1 to 4 of the Class EA
process in accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, the study followed the
Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Municipal Class EA)
(October 2000, as amended in 2007, 2011 and 2015).

Study Area

The Study Area is situated primarily within Ancaster and is comprised of three potential locations for
additional ramp access to Brantford-bound Highway 403:

e Highway 403 interchange with Mohawk Road in Ancaster,

e Highway 403 interchange with Main Street in West Hamilton, and

e Highway 403 and Golf Links Road in Ancaster.

Figure 1 shows the Study Area for the Highway 403 interchange with Mohawk Road.

Figure 1: Study Area

Problem and Opportunity Statement

Under Phase 1 of the Schedule C Class EA process, a Problem and Opportunity Statement was
developed which identifies the issues to be addressed by the study. Based on a review of background

-/
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materials, consultation with technical agencies and the public, the Problem and Opportunity Statement
was developed:
¢ A Brantford-bound ramp from Mohawk Road to Highway 403 was removed when the Highway
403/Linc interchange was constructed. Removal of the Brantford-bound ramp has left a
missing link in access from Ancaster. In addition, residents have requested that the Brantford-
bound ramp be replaced due to increasing traffic demands on Wilson Street in the Ancaster
core. Therefore, there is a need to provide an additional Brantford-bound ramp to improve
access to Highway 403 and relieve traffic on Wilson Street.

Public Consultation

Public Consultation is a key feature of the Class EA process to obtain input regarding the study
planning process, analyses, findings and recommendations from agencies and the public.
Consultation activities conducted as part of this study include:

¢ Notice of Study Commencement;

e Public Information Centre (PIC) No. 1,

e Meetings with Technical Agencies — Ministry of Transportation,

e Meeting with Environmental Agencies — Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Hamilton

Conservation Authority,

e Meetings with Ancaster Community Council,

e Public Information Centre (PIC) No. 2,

¢ Notice of Study Completion, and

¢ 30 day public review of the Environmental Study Report.

Preferred Planning Solution

Under Phase 2 of the Class EA process, all reasonable and feasible solutions to the problem are
identified and evaluated. For the study, five (5) alternative planning solutions include the “Do Nothing”
option were considered and evaluated based on traffic operations and economic, environmental,
cultural and social impacts.

Based on the evaluation and agency/public input, a combination of the following alternatives was
selected as the preferred solution,
e Improve access to Highway 403 by adding a Brantford-bound ramp from Mohawk Road to
Highway 403, and
e Introduce or enhance programs and facilities that promote the use of other modes of
transportation, such as transit and active transportation (as part of future projects).

Preferred Design Concept

Following the identification of the preferred solution, alternative design concepts which may be utilized
to implement the preferred solution were identified, developed and evaluated. Four (4) alternative
design concepts were examined for the Mohawk Road on-ramp. Based on the evaluation of the
alternative design concepts against various criteria including traffic operations and economic,

// 2
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environmental, cultural, and social impacts as well as consultation with stakeholders, technical
agencies and the public, the preferred design concept (Appendix H) was selected:
o New Mohawk Road deceleration lane with direct spiral design,
¢ New single lane ramp connecting the Mohawk Road deceleration lane to the realigned Linc-
Highway 403 Brantford-bound ramp,
e Realignment of the Linc-Highway 403 Brantford-bound ramp with a new Mohawk Road ramp
acceleration lane with parallel lane design and modified Highway 403 acceleration lane, and
e Extension of the existing Highway 403 Brantford-bound climbing lane to accommodate the
realigned Linc-Highway 403 Brantford-bound ramp and associated Highway 403 acceleration
lane.

Potential Environmental Impacts and Mitigation

The preferred design concept for the Mohawk Road 403 Brantford-bound ramp is not anticipated to
result in any significant environmental impacts if adequate mitigation measures are employed. Key
environmental impacts resulting from the implementation of the preferred design may include:

e Potential air quality impacts. Dust control measures (e.g., water spraying, street sweeping) will
be applied during construction. Future traffic levels are not expected to create a significant
negative cumulative effect on the local air quality. Mitigation for air quality following
construction is not required.

o Potential drainage impacts. In order to convey existing and proposed drainage to the tributary
of Tiffany Creek, two culverts will be required as part of the proposed North-West on-ramp.
Stormwater management for the new ramp surface has been proposed to be provided in a
system of new enhanced grass swales.

e Potential noise impacts resulting from increased traffic volumes and construction. It is
recommended that a noise barrier be installed for receptor NRO1 to mitigate increased traffic
volumes. Construction noise impacts are temporary in nature but will be noticeable at times at
residential receptors. Contractors will comply with applicable requirements of construction
contract and local noise by-laws.

¢ Potential impacts to vegetation and terrestrial wildlife species. Efforts will be made to avoid
injury or harassment to wildlife within the project site. Vegetation clearing in migratory bird
habitat will be scheduled outside active breeding season (May 1 to August 31).

e Potential traffic impacts at the intersection of Old Dundas Road, Wilson Street and Rousseaux
Street and impact on traffic demand at the intersection of Mohawk Road and McNiven Road.
Interim improvements were recommended for this intersection in the City of Hamilton Active
Transportation Master Plan (ATMP) and are still valid (more improvement is required to
address long-term issue). As confirmed in the ATMP, no improvements are required at this
intersection.

Commitments to Further Work

Additional works to be completed during the detail design phase of this project, prior to construction

are outlined in Table 1.
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Table 1: Environmental Commitments

Factor

Interested Party

Commitment

Archaeology

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment on lands identified as
having archaeological potential within the Study Area.

Drainage Hamilton Conservation Authority Conformance to Stormwater Management Plan.
Property Property Owners No public property acquisition (slight impact on City
property).
Terrestrial Ministry of Natural Resources Consultation to ascertain Species at Risk permitting or
authorizations in association with proposed works.
Traffic Road Users and Property Owners Advanced notice of construction through signage and flyers.
Develop Traffic Management Plan.
Reduce construction time, when possible.
Utilities Utility Agencies Relocation of utilities with anticipated conflicts.

TP113070 / B000355
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1. Introduction

1.1 Background

The original Highway 403 interchange at Mohawk Road included a Brantford-bound access ramp from
Mohawk Road to Highway 403; however, the ramp was removed in 2000-2001 as part of the Highway
403 and Lincoln Alexander Parkway (Linc) interchange construction. Removal of the Brantford-bound
ramp has left a missing link in access from the Community of Ancaster (Ancaster). Residents have
requested that the Brantford-bound ramp be reinstated to address the lack of Highway 403 Brantford-
bound access within Ancaster and to alleviate increasing traffic demands on Wilson Street in the
Ancaster core since removal of the ramp.

The Ancaster Transportation Master Plan (2011) (ATMP) examined options for additional Ancaster
access/egress to and from Highway 403 to reduce vehicle demand on local arterial corridors. Ramps
from both Golf Links Road and Mohawk Road were evaluated. Additional on and off-ramps at Golf
Links Road were considered to provide direct Highway 403 access, move traffic away from Wilson
Street, and reduce traffic volumes on sections of Golf Links Road and Garner Road. A ramp at
Mohawk Road was also considered to provide localized access to Brantford-bound Highway 403 and
some reduction in traffic volumes on Wilson Street. It was found that a connection at Golf Links Road
would provide a greater benefit to both Ancaster and Meadowlands residents travelling to/from the
west on Highway 403, than a ramp at Mohawk Road. The ATMP recommended that access at Golf
Links Road be pursued subject to the findings of a separate technical study being undertaken by the
City of Hamilton (City) in coordination with the Ministry of Transportation Ontario (MTO) to assess
improved Ancaster access to Highway 403. Any recommendation for additional connections to
Highway 403 within Ancaster would be subject to MTO approval.

Following completion of the ATMP, a preliminary technical assessment was completed by the City in
conjunction with the MTO on the feasibility of providing a new Brantford-bound on-ramp within
Ancaster. Conceptual designs were developed and evaluated at Mohawk Road and Golf Links Road.
Both alternatives were found to have design and construction challenges and a third alternative at
Main Street/Aberdeen Avenue was considered.

The City Councillor and local Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) met with the Minister of
Transportation and MTO Central Region Regional Director in August 2011 to discuss improved
Ancaster access to Highway 403 and associated assessment. It was indicated that the City would not
be pursuing Highway 403 access at Golf Links Road due to significant operational concerns due to
the proximity to the existing Highway 6 interchange. The Ministry subsequently issued a letter
indicating support for Brantford-bound access from either Mohawk Road or Main Street and
implementation of a ramp-to-ramp connection at either location subject to meeting MTO geometric and
safety design standards and not adversely impacting the safe operation of Highway 403.

In response to the MTO’s letter, the City’s Councillor and Staff met with MTO Staff and determined an

“order of priority” for Brantford-bound access to Highway 403 as follows:
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(1) Ramp at Mohawk Road,
(2) Ramp at Main Street, and
(3) Ramp at Golf Links Road.

The Main Street ramp was considered feasible in principle however, it had several issues that made it
cost prohibitive. Aramp at Golf Links Road was considered problematic and potentially cost prohibitive
and therefore would be considered last. Based on the above, City Council directed Staff to initiate a
Municipal Class EA study for a Brantford-bound access ramp to Highway 403 within Ancaster with
emphasis on access from Mohawk Road.

In 2013, the City initiated a study to determine the feasibility of a Brantford-bound access ramp to
Highway 403 in Ancaster. A copy of this report is provided in the appendix.

1.2 Study Area

The Study Area is situated primarily within Ancaster and is comprised of three potential locations for
additional ramp access to Brantford-bound Highway 403:

+ Highway 403 interchange with Mohawk Road in Ancaster,

+ Highway 403 interchange with Main Street in West Hamilton, and

+ Highway 403 and Golf Links Road in Ancaster.

Figure 1 shows the Study Area for the Highway 403 interchange with Mohawk Road.

Figure 1: Study Area

1.3 Project Team Organization

This study was managed by the City in cooperation with the MTO. The study was completed on behalf
of the City by a consultant team led by AMEC Environment and Infrastructure (AMEC) for project
management, highway engineering, and environmental investigations; and CIMA Canada Inc. (CIMA)

// 2
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for traffic analysis, environmental assessment process, and public consultation. The Project Team
was comprised of the City’s Project Manager and Technical Team, and consultant Engineers,
Planners, Environmental Specialists, and Technicians. The City’s Technical Team consisted of
representatives from the Public Works, Planning, and Transit departments.

1.4 Class Environmental Assessment

1.41 Process

To comply with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, the study followed the Municipal Engineers
Association Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Municipal Class EA) (October 2000, as
amended in 2007, 2011 and 2015).

The goals and objectives of the study were to:
+ Determine the operational and geometric feasibility of a Brantford-bound on-ramp to Highway 403,

+ Assess the limitations and impact of the proposed ramp on Highway 403 operations and future
plans, and

+ Complete Phases 1 through 4 of the Class EA process.
The study has:
+ Identified the transportation problems and/or opportunities within the Study Area (see Figure 1);

+ Identified alternative solutions and design concepts to address the identified
problems/opportunities;

+ Assessed the technical, social, cultural, economic and natural environmental impacts of the
identified alternatives; and

+ Selected a preferred solution/design in consultation with the public and technical/regulatory
agencies.

This study was initiated as a Schedule C project under the Municipal Class EA, having the potential
for adverse environmental effects. As a Schedule C project, the study fulfilled Phases 1 to 4 of the
Class EA process (see Figure 2):

+ Phase 1 identified the problem and/or opportunity,

+ Phase 2 examined alternative solutions to the identified problem and/or opportunity,
+ Phase 3 examined alternative design concepts for the preferred solution, and

+ Phase 4 documented the study process in an Environmental Study Report.

As part of the Class EA process, a public consultation plan was developed to identify:

+ Potential stakeholders (i.e., affected public and agencies),

+ Issues that are likely to be of interest to the identified stakeholders, and

+ Techniques for informing and soliciting input from stakeholders and the general public.

/4
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The study has been documented in this Environmental Study Report, which will be filed on the public
record and made available for a 30-day review period at the City’s Clerk’s Office and the Ancaster
Municipal Centre. The review period will be announced in a Notice of Study Completion, advertised
on two separate dates in each of the local newspapers, namely Hamilton Spectator and Ancaster
News. During the review period, any member of the public may visit the above locations to review the
report and contact the City to discuss and resolve outstanding concerns. The Notice of Study
Completion will explain the provision for requesting a “Part || Order” during the review period, should
concerns remain unresolved.

TP113070/ B000355
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1.4.2 Consultation Plan

The purpose of the public consultation plan was to guide the Project Team in its effort to communicate
effectively with agencies and the public, and to obtain input regarding the study’s planning process,
analyses, findings and recommendations (see Appendix A). The goals of the plan were to:

+

Enhance public understanding of the study by providing project information to the public in a timely
manner,

Improve Project Team understanding of public and agency interests by providing the public and
agencies with opportunities to discuss and/or submit comments,

Obtain input from the public and agencies for consideration in the identification of
problems/opportunities and in the development and evaluation of alternative solutions/designs,
and

Reduce the potential for unresolved concerns and/or objections by engaging stakeholders as early
in the study as possible and in advance of key decision points.

The goals of the plan were achieved through the implementation of the following activities:

+

Identify stakeholders, including the interested public, adjacent property owners, First Nations,
technical/regulatory agencies and utilities,

Inform the general public and stakeholders of the study’s initiation, progress, findings and
recommendations,

Request and receive input from the interested public and stakeholders regarding alternative
solutions/designs, environmental impacts and recommendations,

Request and receive input from regulatory agencies to comply with their respective policies and
to obtain their approvals in principle for the project, and

Meet, and where possible exceed, the requirements for public consultation as outlined in the
Municipal Class EA.

Key stakeholders and their potential interests were identified, based on the characteristics and
background of the study area (see Table 1 and Appendix B).

Table 1: Key Stakeholders and Interests

Key Stakeholders Interests

Bruce Trail Conservancy e  Bruce Trail

First Nations e Traditional land uses and resources

Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA)

Ancaster and Tiffany Creek Subwatersheds
Watercourse crossings

Stormwater management

Natural areas

Endangered species

TP113070/ B000355
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Key Stakeholders

Interests

Ministry of Environment (MOE)

EA and approvals
Noise impacts
Air quality impacts

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH)

Greenbelt Plan

Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR)

Watercourse crossings
Natural areas and endangered species

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

Archaeology
Built heritage and cultural heritage landscapes

Ministry of Transportation

Feasibility of westbound ramp
Highway 403 operations
Acceptable design standards
Future ownership of ramp

Niagara Escarpment Commission

Niagara Escarpment Plan

Residents
Businesses
Property Owners
Area Developers

Property impacts and access
Traffic impacts/traffic congestion
Traffic safety

Environmental impacts

Noise impacts

Utilities
(Electricity, Gas, Phone, Cable)

Utility corridors

The consultation approach included methods of informing the public, meeting with stakeholders,
hosting public information centres, and sharing the study report. Specific techniques used for

consultation are described throughout this report.

2. Problem and Opportunity Statement

A Brantford-bound ramp from Mohawk Road to Highway 403 was removed when the Highway 403/Linc
interchange was constructed. Removal of the Brantford-bound ramp has left a missing link in access
from Ancaster. In addition, residents have requested that the Brantford-bound ramp be replaced due
to increasing traffic demands on Wilson Street in the Ancaster core. Therefore, there is a need to
provide an additional Brantford-bound ramp to improve access to Highway 403 and relieve traffic on

Wilson Street.

3. Development and Evaluation of Alternative Planning

Solutions

3.1 Alternative Planning Solutions

Five (5) alternative planning solutions were identified to address the problem and opportunity

statement:

Alternative 1:

Do Nothing (i.e., no additional Brantford-bound access to Highway 403)
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Alternative 2:  Improve access to Highway 403 by adding a Brantford-bound ramp from Mohawk
Road to Highway 403

Alternative 3:  Improve access to Highway 403 by adding a Brantford-bound ramp from Main Street
to Highway 403

Alternative 4:  Improve access to Highway 403 by adding a Brantford-bound ramp from Golf Links
Road to Highway 403

Alternative 5:  Introduce or enhance programs and facilities that promote the use of other modes of
transportation, such as transit and active transportation

3.2 Existing and Future Conditions

3.2.1 Roadway Network

Mohawk Road is a two-lane arterial with Toronto-bound access to Highway 403. The road crosses
over Highway 403 and connects to the Linc. The posted speed on Mohawk Road at the highway
interchange is 70 km/h.

Wilson Street is generally a north/south corridor connecting to Main Street West in Hamilton and to
Highways 2 and 53, and Colborne Street East in Brant. It runs through the old Town of Ancaster
(Village core) and intersects with Old Dundas Road/Rousseaux Street. Rousseaux Street turns into
Mohawk Road heading eastward over Highway 403. Approaching this intersection, Wilson Street is a
two-lane roadway with an assumed speed limit of 50 km/h.

Golf Links Road is a two-lane arterial with no direct access to Highway 403. The road crosses over
the highway. The speed limit on Golf Links Road is assumed to be 50 km/h. Reserved bicycle lanes
are present on both sides of Golf Links Road and a sidewalk is present on the north side of the
overpass. The Hamilton Street Railway (HSR) provides transit service on Golf Links Road at this
location via Routes 5A, 5C and 16 (Ancaster).

The Linc is a four-lane, divided parkway with Toronto-bound and Brantford-bound access to Highway
403. The posted speed on the Linc is 90 km/h.

Highway 403 is a five-lane divided highway (2 Toronto-bound; 3 Brantford-bound, including truck
climbing lane), with access to Mohawk Road/Linc from Brantford-bound Highway 403, access to the
Linc from Toronto-bound Highway 403, and no access to Mohawk Road from Toronto-bound Highway
403. Access to Main Street is from Brantford-bound Highway 403. The posted speed on Highway 403
is 100 km/h.

3.2.2 Traffic Operations

Macro- and micro-modelling reports were completed for this study to determine the need and
justification for the project (see Appendix C). For the analyses, existing (2008) traffic volumes
accessing Highway 403 within the Study Area were used. The following conclusions were drawn:

+ Traffic demand from the west side of Ancaster towards the west (Brantford) in the current morning
(AM) peak hour is essentially captured by the Wilson Street Brantford-bound on-ramp which has

// ;
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a current volume of approximately 116 autos (128 including trucks). The addition of a similar ramp
at Mohawk Road is likely to capture some portion of this demand.

+ There is a potential AM peak hour demand of 86 autos for a new Brantford-bound on-ramp at
Mohawk Road; while the Wilson Street on-ramp would reduce by 50 autos as a result. A realistic
AM peak hour forecast for the Mohawk Road Brantford-bound on-ramp is approximately 55
vehicles (including trucks) up to a maximum of 86.

+ Part of the rationale for considering a new Brantford-bound on-ramp at Mohawk Road is the desire
to reduce traffic along Wilson Street in the Village of Ancaster. The addition of the Brantford-
bound on-ramp at Mohawk Road results in a reduction in traffic on Wilson Street of approximately
40 vehicles in the AM peak hour southbound (approximately 300 vehicles per day).

+ Some Ancaster residents wishing to travel to the southwest may find a reduction in travel time due
to the addition of the ramp.

3.2.3 Natural Environment

3.2.3.1 Terrestrial

The Project Team identified a mature Fresh-Moist Black Walnut Lowland Deciduous Forest within the
Study Area north of Mohawk Road, west of Highway 403. Fresh-Moist Black Walnut Lowland
Deciduous Forest communities are provincially rare (imperilled to vulnerable). This forest is also
located within the Niagara Escarpment and consequently also within the Greenbelt Plan. See
Appendix D for more information.

The Hamilton Golf and Country Club encompasses a significant amount of land to the north of the
current Highway 6/Highway 403 interchange. The golf course mainly consists of manicured lands;
open green spaces with small wooded patches and marshes throughout. An abundance of old growth
trees, mainly oak species, are scattered throughout the old woods. Very large and mature Black Cherry
trees are the dominant species of the woodland patches located in the southwest section of the area,
and may likely be remnants of a plantation. There are also sections of old coniferous plantations in the
southern and eastern part of the area that are separated by golf course fairways, greens, and trails.
Species such as Black Walnut and Black Locust are abundant throughout this forest type, with
Hawthorn thickets and European Buckthorn in the understory. At the south end of the Golf and Country
Club there are larger wooded areas, and two woodlots (coniferous plantations) that abut a portion of
the highway. The woodlot to the northeast of the Highway 6 interchange appears to be a mixed forest
with a section dominated by evergreens at the Highway 6 off-ramp. The evergreen dominated
coniferous forest is a plantation patch with little or no understory and sparse ground cover.

3.2.3.2 Terrestrial Wildlife

The Study Area includes cultural land uses and developed lands where common wildlife species were
observed. These lands do not provide any specialized habitat and no wildlife Species at Risk were
reported and have a low probability of occurrence. Within the Study Area, the common species
identified are considered urban-tolerant and are known to inhabit and nest in trees and buildings in
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urban areas. Although these areas will be impacted, employment of best management practices and
mitigation measures will ensure that the overall impacts to the terrestrial habitat will be minimal.

3.2.3.3 Species at Risk

Two Species at Risk under the provincial Endangered Species Act were observed within the Mohawk
Road/Highway 403 Study Area.

Review of the Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC) database revealed records of Common
Snapping Turtle within one kilometre of the Study Area, as well as occurring within the broader Niagara
region. Preferred aquatic habitat is very limited within the Study Area, however individuals may be
observed.

Preliminary review indicates that there is a low probability of Species at Risk at in the vicinity of Main
Street. Review of NHIC data indicates historical records of Virginia Lungwort (Vulnerable), American
Chestnut (Endangered) and Perfoliate Bellwort (Critically imperilled) within one kilometre of the Study
Area (latest record being in 2001). There is a low probability of these three species occurring due to
the historical nature of their records and lack of suitable habitat. While preferred aquatic habitat for the
Snapping Turtle (Special Concern) is limited within the Study Area, there is a probability of
encountering this species as it is tolerant of human activity and has been found in small ponds and
ditches. Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) Species at Risk mapping does not indicate the
presence of any aquatic Species at Risk in the area. Confirmation of Species at Risk data will be
required through consultation with the MNR and DFO.

At the Highway 6 interchange area, the Hamilton Golf and Country Club is a locally important area that
has received designation as a Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary through an Audubon
International program. American Chestnut (provincially Endangered) has historically (within the past
20 years) been recorded to occur in the area. While there is a low probability of American Chestnut
occurring in this Study Area today, there is potential that Butternut (provincially Endangered) — either
pure trees or hybrids — may occur within the woodlots as Butternut has recently been identified at
multiple locations along Highway 403 in the area of the project. Significant wildlife species Snapping
Turtle (Special Concern), Monarch (Special Concern) and Eastern Milksnake (Special Concern) have
previously been documented at the Golf and Country Club.

3.2.3.4 Significant Natural Areas

Three (3) significant natural areas were identified in close proximity to the Mohawk Road/Highway 403
study area (see Figure 3):

+ Iroquoia Heights Conservation Area,
+ The Greenbelt, and
+ Niagara Escarpment and the Bruce Trail.

See Appendix D for more information.

The Iroquoia Heights Conservation Area is located at the northeast corner of the Highway 403-Linc
interchange, bordered by Highway 403 along the north and west sides, and Old Mohawk Road to the
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south (see Figure 3). The conservation area is comprised of former agricultural and industrial areas
in the early stages of succession, along with forested areas along the Niagara Escarpment rim and a
wooded gorge which drains the wetland along Chedoke Creek. The headwaters of Chedoke Creek
consist of an intermittent stream that runs through the conservation area and over the escarpment into
a small bedrock gorge. Below the escarpment, the creek is routed into culverts beneath Highway 403.
The conservation area is used for recreational activities such as hiking and biking. The Bruce Tralil,
located along an abandoned railway line, and other trails run through the conservation area. The
Iroquoia Heights Conservation Area has also been identified as a significant natural area for the
following reasons:

+ Encompasses part of the Niagara Escarpment;

+ Is part of alinkage (the conservation area is the western most portion of a long northeast greenbelt
through the core of Hamilton);

+ Provides habitat for significant species;
+ Contains interior forest habitat; and,

+ Is locally significant as the conservation area is a remnant natural area in an intensely developed
area.

Established under Section 3 of Ontario’s Greenbelt Act, 2005, the Greenbelt Plan includes lands within
the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, the Oak Ridges Moraine Area, the Parkway Belt West Plan Area
and lands designated as Protected Countryside. The Greenbelt Plan identifies where urbanization
should not occur in order to provide permanent protection to the agricultural land base and the
ecological features and functions occurring on this landscape. The Protected Countryside lands
identified in the Greenbelt Plan are intended to enhance the spatial extent of agriculturally and
environmentally protected lands currently covered by the Niagara Escarpment Plan and the Oak
Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan while at the same time improving linkages between these areas
and the surrounding major lake systems and watersheds (MMAH, 2013). Natural areas included in the
Greenbelt Plan (Niagara Escarpment) border Mohawk Road and are to the immediate north of the
Highway 403-Linc interchange (see Figure 3).

Recognized as a United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World
Biosphere Reserve, the Niagara Escarpment stretches 725 km, from Lake Ontario (near Niagara Falls)
to the tip of the Bruce Peninsula (between Georgian Bay and Lake Huron), spanning a total area of
190,270 hectares (ha). In addition to including wetland complexes, cliff faces, slopes and aquatic
ecosystems, the escarpment corridor crosses two major biomes: the Boreal Needle Leaf Forest in the
north and the Temperate Broadleaf Forest in the south (Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association
(CBRA), 2013). The Niagara Escarpment is a significant natural area which acts as a major ecological
corridor for terrestrial species. It also serves to maintain water quality and quantity within the stream
reaches that pass through the area, to the benefit of aquatic species (HCA, 2008). Biologists have said
that the Niagara Escarpment is the most diverse region in Ontario, home to an assortment of flora and
fauna including 36 species of reptiles and amphibian, 53 species of mammals, 90 species of fish, and
more than 350 species of birds (Bruce Trail Conservancy (BTC), 2013). Of these species, 109 are
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listed as provincially Threatened or Endangered (BTC, 2013). The Niagara Escarpment is accessible
via a public footpath (the Bruce Trail) spanning its entire length. The Mohawk Road Study Area resides
in an urban settlement area with natural areas included in the Niagara Escarpment Plan and Bruce
Trail entrance routes to the immediate north of this Study Area (see Figure 3).

Preliminary background assessment indicates the Main Street Study Area resides within an urban
settlement area outside of the Greenbelt. Natural areas included in the Greenbelt Plan (“protected
countryside”) border the Main Street/Highway 403 on-ramp Study Area to the immediate south of the
proposed ramp, at the railway crossing.

The Highway 6/Highway 403 interchange area is situated within a settlement area outside of the
Greenbelt.

3.2.3.5 Aquatic

The Mohawk Road/Highway 403 Study Area is located within the Tiffany Creek subwatershed of the
Spencer Creek watershed. Two drainage structures were identified within the Study Area for Mohawk
Road:

+  Culvert under Brantford-bound on-ramp from the Linc, and

+ Inlet approximately 25 m south of Mohawk Road within the west ditch of the Linc.

There is no direct or indirect fish habitat within 30 m of the Mohawk Road Study Area. See Appendix
D for more information.

Main Street falls within the Chedoke Creek subwatershed and a water feature runs along the north
side of Highway 403 and the Aberdeen Avenue on-ramp to the highway. The channel appears to be
channelized with concrete banks along the majority of the length between Aberdeen Avenue and the
railway tracks. The area between the current highway and the watercourse is vegetated with tall plants
(e.g. Goldenrod), shrubs (e.g., Sumac) and scattered trees. On the opposite side of the watercourse,
there is a small wooded area between residential properties and the north side of the watercourse;
however, the trees provide shade to only a small portion of the channel. Cultural communities appear
to be present between the current highway and the watercourse, as well as between the residential
properties and the watercourse. Cultural communities are a result of, or maintained by, cultural or
anthropogenic based disturbances and are typically characterized by non-native species. Surrounding
areas include cultural land uses and developed lands. On the north side of the watercourse, these
include residential properties, a power plant, and a school campus at Main Street West.

Golf Links Road falls within the Ancaster Creek subwatershed. Ancaster Creek flows through the golf
course, crossing Highway 403 over 400 m from the Highway 6 interchange. Fish were assessed in
Ancaster Creek at the Hamilton Golf and Country Club in 1991 and 1999. In total, three species were
recorded — Goldfish, Blacknose Dace, and Creek Chub. Riparian habitat along the creek has been
heavily altered by online ponds and golf course management of greens and fairways. The Creek is not
anticipated to be affected by the proposed works in the Golf Links Road area.

// 2
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3.2.3.6 Archaeology

AMEC completed a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for the Mohawk Road Study Area, dated May
12, 2014, attached in Appendix E. A Stage 1 archaeological assessment is a systematic qualitative
process executed in order to assess the archaeological potential of a property based on its historical
use and its potential for early Euro-Canadian (early settler) and pre-contact Aboriginal occupation. The
objectives of a Stage 1 background study are: 1) to provide information about the property’s
geography, history, previous archaeological fieldwork and current land condition; 2) to evaluate in
detail the property’s archaeological potential which will support recommendations for a Stage 2
property assessment for all or parts of the property if warranted; and 3) to recommend appropriate
strategies for a Stage 2 property assessment if warranted.

The Stage 1 background study indicates that the Study Area ostensibly has archaeological potential
due to three factors: 1) the rich settlement and transportation history of the immediate area (Mohawk
Road); 2) the presence of 40 registered archaeological sites within a one-kilometre radius of the Study
Area; and 3) a tributary of Tiffany Creek is present within the Study Area.

The Stage 1 property inspection indicates that: 24% or 3.21 ha is excessively sloped (i.e. >20-); 59%
or 7.9 ha has had recent disturbance (i.e. recent construction, highway and roads); 7.9% or 1.06 ha
has had archaeological potential removed due to previous grading; 5.4% or 0.72 ha is low and wet;
and 3.9% or 0.52 ha has archaeological potential. In light of these results, the recommendations are
as follows:

+ Prior to development-related disturbance, a Stage 2 archaeological assessment should be
conducted by means of a shovel test pit survey in accordance with Section 2.1.2 in the Standards
and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (2011) on the lands noted as having archaeological
potential (approximately 0.52 hectares).

+ The balance of the Study Area does not require additional archaeological assessment.
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Figure 3: Significant Natural Areas
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Construction noise impacts are temporary in nature but will be noticeable at times at residential
receptors. Methods to minimize construction noise impacts should be included in the Construction
Code of Practice.

Figure 4: Noise Sensitive Areas and Representative Receptor Locations

5.12 Retaining Walls

Implementation of the recommended plan will not require construction of retaining walls to mitigate
environmental or property impacts.

5.13 Construction Staging

Construction staging will primarily be implemented for completion of the Highway 403 roadway
pavement structure and embankment widening and realignment of the Linc-Highway 403 Brantford-
bound ramp. Long-term (greater than 24 hours) localized detouring of the Highway 403 westbound
lanes towards the Highway 403 median will be required to facilitate placement of temporary concrete
barrier and energy attenuation along the existing edge of pavement to provide separation of the work
zone from the Highway 403 through traffic. The proposed permanent median widening combined with
temporary shoulder strengthening will be utilized to permit shifting of the Highway 403 westbound
lanes during construction. Construction of the temporary and permanent median widening will be
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completed utilizing short term (less than 24 hours) off-peak lane closures. No long term (greater than
24 hours) lane or ramp closures will be required to facilitate construction of the recommended plan.
Minimum lane and shoulder widths of 3.5 m and 0.5 m will be maintained for all lanes and shoulders
during construction.

Construction details including access, egress, work zone traffic capacity, evaluation of permitted lane
closures times and assessment of shoulder strengthening requirements will be completed as part of
the detailed design. Construction access is anticipated to be primarily provided from Mohawk Road.
Construction staging will be designed in accordance with MTO design standards and specifications.

Operational constraints will be incorporated into the construction contract to minimize impacts to
motorists, pedestrians and adjacent environmental features.

5.14 Electrical Condition Assessment

A detailed assessment of the existing electrical systems at the Highway 403 interchange in the vicinity
of the proposed Mohawk Road ramp has been completed. The electrical systems at this interchange
are owned and maintained by the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) and were installed in 2001. After
inspection, the systems were found to be operational and generally in good condition. The systems
are in general accordance with current Ministry standards aside from one exception — the Distribution
Assembly.

Existing electrical systems that will be impacted by the proposed ramp construction include power
supply distribution assembly, maintenance holes and roadway illumination, and hydro power servicing.
The electrical Distribution Assembly for the Highway 403 Interchange at Lincoln Alexander
Parkway/Mohawk Road is located on the south/west side of Mohawk Road and is accessible via an
entrance way. The Distribution Assembly is currently located in the shoulder of the proposed Mohawk
Road on-ramp and will require removal. A nearby hydro pole with three (3) pole mounted transformers
will also be affected by construction and requires relocation. Additionally, the existing MTO light
standard EP29 may be too close to the edge of the proposed N-W on-ramp pavement and may require
relocation. This light standard may be salvageable and can be reused in the Contract. Further details
regarding the location and orientation of the electrical systems is discussed in the Electrical Condition
Assessment Report; which can be found in Appendix L.

6. Potential Environmental Impacts and Mitigation

6.1 Air Quality
The findings of the air quality study for the future scenario were as follows:

+ The incremental (project) effects for NOx, PM2.5, PM10, CO, and SO2 were predicted to be below
the respective ambient air quality criteria;

+ Highest effects are located proximate to intersections, most significantly Mohawk Road and Filman
Road;

// .
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+ The vehicle emission model (Mobile 6.2C) considers the gradual fleet replacement as the higher
polluting vehicles are removed from service;

+ The predicted effects for NOx were highest for the year 2008 scenario. Significant reduction of
NOx emissions even for the increased traffic volumes for the year 2031 scenario were achieved
as older vehicles were removed from service. Although the emission factors for the other target
pollutants (PM2.5, PM10, CO, and SO2) also decreased over time, the reductions were not as
significant as for NOx and the increased traffic volumes resulted in higher impacts on air quality in
2021 and 2031, but still being in compliance limits;

+ The cumulative effects of the roadway PM2.5, PM10, CO, and SO2 emissions within the Study
Area and the background concentrations were below the respective ambient air quality criteria for
all averaging times under each scenario;

+ For the existing 2008 scenario (without westbound ramp to Highway 403 from Mohawk Road) the
cumulative effect of the roadway NOx emissions within the Study Area and the background
concentrations were found to be higher than the respective ambient air quality criteria for the 1-
hour and 24-hour averaging periods; and

+ Based on the modelling results, the addition of the proposed Mohawk Road ramp and the future
traffic volumes (scenarios 2021 and 2031) on Highway 403 in the area of the Mohawk Road/Linc
interchange are not expected to create a significant negative cumulative effect on the local air
quality.

The Air Quality Assessment Report concluded that the preliminary analysis indicated that all target

pollutants were lower than the applicable criteria. Based on these findings, the addition of the proposed

Mohawk Road ramp and the future traffic volumes (scenarios 2021 and 2031) on Highway 403 in the

area of the Mohawk Road/Linc interchange are not expected to create a significant negative

cumulative effect on the local air quality.

6.2 Stormwater Design

The impacts of the new Mohawk Road ramp on the hydrology within the study area have been
assessed as discussed in Section 5.7. It is anticipated that the construction of the new Mohawk Road
ramp will introduce changes in the topography of the area (combination of cuts and fills are expected)
and will impact the existing drainage to the tributary of Tiffany Creek. The following measures will be
implemented to mitigate impacts:

+ In order to convey existing and proposed drainage to the tributary of Tiffany Creek, two (2) culverts
will be required as part of the proposed N-W on-ramp; and

+ Water quality treatment will be required to manage the impacts of the proposed ramp on the
receiving watercourse. Flat-bottom, grassed swales can provide effective stormwater
management for sediment/pollutant removal and have been proposed to be utilized in this design
to optimize the area treated.

/4/
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6.3 Noise Impact

The potential environmental noise impacts of the new Mohawk Road ramp construction have been
assessed as discussed in Section 5.11. A new 3.0 m high noise wall will be installed on Mohawk Road
to mitigate localized increases in noise associated with the implementation of the recommended plan.
The location, material composition and associated grading will be developed during detail design.

Provisions will be included in the construction contract to minimize potential noise impacts to adjacent
receivers. Exceptions to the City of Hamilton’s noise bylaw may be required to facilitate widening of
the Highway 403 roadway platform given applicable MTO lane closure restrictions and this will be
identified as part of the detailed design.

6.4 Fisheries and Terrestrial Impacts

As there are no watercourses/fish habitat within the Mohawk Road Study Area, mitigation measures
are primarily related to terrestrial concerns. The following general mitigation measures are expected
to be implemented to protect and minimize impacts to vegetation and terrestrial wildlife species:

+ Use Standard Erosion and Sediment Control to contain/isolate the construction zone during and
following vegetation clearing and to manage site drainage to prevent erosion and sedimentation
from reaching the waterbody. Erosion and Sediment Control measures will be installed and
maintained to meet Ontario Provincial Standards and Specifications and as detailed by the Erosion
& Sediment Control Guideline for Urban Construction (2006). Erosion and Sediment Control
measures will be maintained until all areas are stabilized;

+ Consider construction staging such that spills and leaks into the watercourse will be avoided or
minimized;
+  All construction debris and litter will be removed regularly;

+ Minimize the disturbance or removal of riparian vegetation; and

+ Promptly stabilize and vegetate all disturbed areas of the work site, and/or treat the area with
appropriate erosion protection materials.

The Study Area is characterized by a high level of disturbance and fragmentation. The majority of the
Study Area includes developed lands in the form of existing roadways and residential areas, with green
lands and meadows in the remaining areas. There is no direct or indirect fish habitat within the
proposed impacted area.

One avian and one plant Species at Risk were observed within the Study Area. Both species are
protected under the Endangered Species Act. Based on the Preliminary Design footprint, the plant
Species at Risk is located outside of the project impact area. Ongoing consultation with MNR will be
required during the detailed design phase to confirm the presence/absence of any additional Species
at Risk. Additionally, wildlife Species at Risk can move into an area at any given time and future
inspections may be necessary.

The cumulative impacts as a result of the proposed works will result in the removal of common
vegetation species and temporary impacts to wildlife.

TP113070/ B000355
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Table 5 summarizes the potential impacts and recommendations for mitigation and monitoring.
Table 5: Summary of Potential Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring

Potential Impacts

Mitigation and/or Monitoring

Air Quality Impacts

e  Poor air quality during construction.

e The cumulative ground level concentrations
(impact created by the project plus the
background air quality) of emissions were
predicted to be below the respective ambient
air quality criteria under each traffic scenario:
current (year 2008) and future (years 2021
and 2031).

Apply dust control measures (e.g., water spraying,
street sweeping) during construction.

The addition of the proposed Mohawk Road ramp
and the future traffic volumes (scenarios 2021 and
2031) on Highway 403 in the area of the Mohawk
Road/Linc interchange are not expected to create
a significant negative cumulative effect on the
local air quality. Mitigation for air quality following
construction is not required.

Drainage Impacts

e  Crossing of roadside swale at East-South
ramp.

e Impact to local swales adjacent to Mohawk
Road.

e  Additional impervious surface to watershed.

Two (2) culverts will be required as part of the
proposed N-W on-ramp.

Minor modifications to swales and/or culvert
extensions adjacent to Mohawk Road.

New enhanced grassed swales to mitigate
pollutant loading from additional impervious
surface.

Noise Impacts

e  Construction noise

e  Operational noise

Equipment maintained and operated with
effective muffling devices in good working order.

Contractors to comply with applicable
requirements of construction contract and local
noise by-laws.

Initial noise complaint will trigger verification that
general noise control measures are in effect.

For persistent noise complaints, equipment will be
verified to comply with MOE NPC-115 guidelines.

For persistent complaints and subject to field
investigation, alternative noise control measures
may be required with consideration for technical,
administrative and economic feasibility.

3 m high noise wall for three houses with backyard
facing Mohawk Road.

Terrestrial Impacts

e Incidental impacts to nesting migratory birds.

Vegetation clearing in migratory bird habitat
outside active breeding season (May 1 to August
31).

If clearing or other work in migratory bird habitat
is required during nesting season, a nest survey
will be conducted by a qualified avian specialist
within two days prior to commencement of works
to identify and locate active nests of species
covered by the Migratory Birds Convention Act.
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Potential Impacts

Mitigation and/or Monitoring

e  Encountering wildlife.

e Possible disturbance to Species at Risk.

e  Efforts will be made to avoid injury or harassment
to wildlife within the project site.

e Appropriate MNR protocol following new MAPS
self-regulated process for Species at Risk will be
followed during detailed design.

e SARtrees will be tagged and surveyed to confirm
location relative to proposed grading.

Traffic Impacts

e Little net impact on traffic demands
(essentially a redistribution of existing
demand) at the intersection of Old Dundas
Road, Wilson Street and Rousseaux Street.

e Little net impact on traffic demand at the
intersection of Mohawk Road and McNiven
Road.

e Interim improvements were recommended for this
intersection in the ATMP and are still valid (more
improvement is required to address long term
issue).

® As confirmed in the ATMP, no improvements are
required at this intersection.

7. Commitments to Further Work

Additional works to be completed during the detail design phase of this project, prior to construction

are outlined in Table 6.

Table 6: Summary of Commitments

Factor Interested Party

Commitment

Archaeology  Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment on lands identified as
having archaeological potential within the Study Area.

Drainage Hamilton Conservation Authority o Conformance to Stormwater Management Plan.
Property Property Owners e No public property acquisition (slight impact on City
property).
Terrestrial Ministry of Natural Resources e Consultation to ascertain Species at Risk permitting or
authorizations in association with proposed works.
Traffic Road Users and Property Owners e Advanced notice of construction through signage and
flyers.
e Develop Traffic Management Plan.
e Reduce construction time, when possible.
Utilities Utility Agencies e Relocation of utilities with anticipated conflicts.

TP113070 / B000355



Appendix A: Agency and Public
Consultation Plan






Mohawk Road Ramp
Feasibility and
Environmental

Assessment Study
Agency and Public Consultation
Plan



City of Hamilton

Mohawk Road Ramp Feasibility and Environmental Assessment
Study Agency and Public Consultation Plan
November 2013

Table of contents

Y

Introduction...................

Agency and Public Consultation Plan ..........cccccueiiiiiii

2.1 Identification of Stakeholders

2.2 Consultation Techniques

2.21 INFOrMING T PUDIIC ......cvuvvereiiir ittt
2.2.2  Meeting With STAKENOIAETS .........covveeereiiiiiieerie ettt
2.2.3  Hosting Public INfOrmation CENTES ...ttt ensans
2.24  Sharing the STUAY REPOM ...ttt st

2.3 Consultation Schedule

Summary of Next Steps

B000355



B000355

City of Hamilton

Mohawk Road Ramp Feasibility and Environmental Assessment
Study Agency and Public Consultation Plan

November 2013

1. Introduction

CIMA Canada Inc. (CIMA) has been retained as a sub-consultant to AMEC Environment and
Infrastructure (AMEC) for environmental planning and consultation services for the City of Hamilton’s
Feasibility and Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) study for the proposed Highway 403
Mohawk Road westbound on-ramp.

The Class EA study will fulfill the requirements for Schedule C projects as outlined in the Municipal
Engineers Association’s Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (October 2000, as amended in
2007 and 2011). The study will:

+ |dentify the transportation problems and/or opportunities within the Highway 403 Mohawk Road
study area;

+ Identify alternative solutions and design concepts to address the identified problems/opportunities;

+ Assess the technical, social, cultural, economic and natural environmental impacts of the identified
alternatives; and

+ Select a preferred solution/design in consultation with the public and technical/regulatory
agencies.

This report outlines an Agency and Public Consultation Plan for the Highway 403 Mohawk Road
Westbound On-Ramp Class EA study. The plan identifies:

+ Potential stakeholders (i.e., affected public and agencies);
+ Issues that are likely to be of interest to the identified stakeholders; and

+ Techniques for informing and soliciting input from stakeholders and the general public.

2. Agency and Public Consultation Plan

The purpose of the Agency and Public Consultation Plan is to guide the project team in its effort to
communicate effectively with agencies and the public, and to obtain input regarding the study’s
planning process, analyses, findings and recommendations.

The goals of the plan are to:

+ Enhance public understanding of the study by providing project information to the public in a timely
manner;

+ Improve project team understanding of public and agency interests by providing the public and
agencies with opportunities to discuss and/or submit comments;

+ Obtain input from the public and agencies for consideration in the identification of
problems/opportunities and in the development and evaluation of alternative solutions/designs;
and

+ Reduce the potential for unresolved concerns and/or objections by engaging stakeholders as early
in the study as possible and in advance of key decision points.
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The objectives of the plan are to:

+ ldentify stakeholders, including the interested public, adjacent property owners, First Nations,
technical/regulatory agencies and utilities;

+ Inform the general public and stakeholders of the study’'s initiation, progress, findings and
recommendations;

+ Request and receive input from the interested public and stakeholders regarding alternative
solutions/designs, environmental impacts and recommendations;

+ Request and receive input from regulatory agencies to comply with their respective policies and to
obtain their approvals in principal for the project; and

+ Meet, and where possible exceed, the requirements for public consultation as outlined in the
Municipal Engineers Association’s Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (2000, as
amended in 2007 and 2011).

2.1 Identification of Stakeholders

The City of Hamilton will generate and maintain a mailing list of relevant technical/regulatory
agencies, First Nations, utilities, and the general public (property owners, businesses, area
residents, developers and special interest groups). Key stakeholders and their potential interests
have been identified in the table below, based on the characteristics and background of the study

B000355

area.
Key Stakeholders ‘ Interests
Bruce Trail Conservancy Bruce Trall
First Nations Traditional land uses and resources
Hamilton Conservation Authority Ancaster and Tiffany Creek Subwatersheds
Watercourse crossings
Stormwater management
Natural areas
Endangered species
Ministry of Environment Environmental assessment and approvals
Noise impacts
Air quality impacts
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Greenbelt Plan
Ministry of Natural Resources Watercourse crossings
Natural areas and endangered species
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Key Stakeholders Interests ‘
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Archaeology

Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes

Ministry of Transportation Feasibility of westbound ramp
Highway 403 operations
Acceptable design standards

Future ownership of ramp

Niagara Escarpment Commission Niagara Escarpment Plan
Residents Property impacts and access
Businesses

Property Owners

Area Developers

Utilities Utility corridors

(Electricity, Gas, Phone, Cable)

2.2 Consultation Techniques

The consultation approach for the Class EA study will include methods of informing the public,
meeting with stakeholders, hosting public information centres and sharing the study report. Specific
techniques for consultation are described below.

2.21 Informing the Public

The City of Hamilton will prepare and circulate the required public notices following the guidelines of
the Municipal Engineers Association’s Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (2000, as
amended in 2007 and 2011). Each of the following public notices will be advertised in two separate
issues of a local newspaper (e.g. Hamilton Spectator) and circulated to the affected public (e.g.,
adjacent property owners), technical/regulatory agencies, First Nations, and utilities:

+ Notice of Study Commencement to introduce the project and invite public participation;

+ Notice of the first Public Information Centre (PIC) to invite public comment on the
problems/opportunities, alternative solutions, and assessment of environmental impacts;

+ Notice of the second PIC to invite public comment on the alternative design concepts for the
preferred solution and assessment of environmental impacts; and

+ Notice of Study Completion to invite the public and interested stakeholders to review the
Environmental Study Report.
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The City may also publish the above notices in the local community newspaper (e.g., Ancaster
News) and/or post notices to the City’s website at www.hamilton.ca.

2.2.2 Meeting with Stakeholders

The Ancaster Community Council (ACC) will function as the Community Liaison Committee (CLC)
for this project. The ACC is an established committee with representation from the local community.
The ACC will be consulted to better understand community values and perspectives, particularly for
consideration in the identification of problems/opportunities and in the development and evaluation of
alternatives.

Meetings with the ACC will be an opportunity to review the study’s progress and share ideas in
advance of the two Public Information Centres (PICs) planned for this study and posting of the notice
of study completion. Four (4) meetings with the ACC will be scheduled as follows:

+ One meeting during Phase 1 to introduce the project and review the study’s goals and objectives;

+ One meeting in advance of the first PIC to review the problem/opportunity, alternative solutions,
and assessment of impacts;

+ One meeting in advance of the second PIC to review the alternative designs for the preferred
solution and assessment of impacts; and

+ One meeting to review the recommendations of the draft study report.

The City will arrange for an accessible venue to host each meeting during a weekday evening. The
consultant team will facilitate each meeting using a presentation and discussion format.

Separate meetings with agencies such as the Ministry of Transportation, Niagara Escarpment
Commission, Ministry of Natural Resources, Hamilton Conservation Authority and Utilities may be
necessary depending on the extent of project impacts and requirements for approvals. These
meetings will be scheduled as needed in advance of each of the two PICs planned for this study. For
example, study results will be presented to the Ministry of Transportation technical staff and Senior
Executive in advance of each PIC and toward completion of the study to obtain final approval of the
preferred ramp design.

2.2.3 Hosting Public Information Centres

Two Public Information Centres (PICs) will be held at appropriate stages of the Class EA process to
receive public input on the study:

+ The first PIC will be held during Phase 2 of the Class EA process to review the study’s approach,
the transportation problems and opportunities identified within the study area, and an assessment
of alternative planning solutions to the identified problems; and

+ The second PIC will be held during Phase 3 of the Class EA process to review the alternative
design concepts for the preferred planning solution, the results of site-specific investigations and
assessment of impacts, and an evaluation of the design alternatives.

B000355
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Each PIC will be arranged as an open house where project information is displayed on boards and
project team members are present for one-to-one discussions. Comment forms and project
summary sheets will be made available to all PIC participants.

The City will arrange for an accessible venue to host each PIC during a weekday evening. The City
and its project team will work together to accommodate any individuals requesting assistance to
participate in the PICs, as may be required under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

2.2.4 Sharing the Study Report

Toward completion of the Class EA process, the project team will document the study’s process,
consultation, results and recommendations in an Environmental Study Report (ESR) for the public’s
review. This report will be accessible to the public for 30 calendar days at the City of Hamilton
Clerk’s office, at the Ministry of Transportation’s regional office, and at a municipal centre or other
public facility near the study area. The 30-day review period will be advertised in the Notice of Study
Completion with an explanation of the public’s rights to a Part Il Order request under the Ontario
Environmental Assessment Act.

2.3 Consultation Schedule

Consultation will take place in advance of key decision points so that stakeholders are kept well
informed of the project and are able to provide meaningful input before key decisions are made.
Consultation will occur as follows:

Consultation Schedule

Notice of Study Commencement August 2013

ACC Meetings December, 2013

January and May, 2014

Agency Meetings As needed

PICs January and June, 2014
Notice of Study Completion August, 2014

Public Review Period August/September, 2014

3. Summary of Next Steps

The Notice of Study Commencement will be prepared and issued once this plan has been approved
by the City of Hamilton. The notice will advise the public that all comments, with the exception of
personal information, will become part of the public record. During the study, the project team will
summarize public input as it is received and document how issues or concerns are addressed in
tabular form.
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Agenda

O Introductions
] Brief presentation on study process
O Your input to the study

« Share concerns

 Discuss issues

« Ask questions

amec”
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Project Team

d City of Hamilton

* Mohan Philip, M. Eng., P. Eng., Project Manager

d AMEC Environment & Infrastructure

« David Sinke, P. Eng., Project Manager
« James Scale, P. Eng., Highway Engineering Design Manager

d CIMA Canada Inc.

 Brian Malone, P. Eng., Transportation Planning Manager
 Sonya Kapusin, MCIP, RPP, Environmental Manager and Lead Planner
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Background

The Ancaster Transportation Master Plan (TMP) was completed in 2011.
Following that:

O Atechnical study was completed by the City and Ministry of Transportation
(MTO) on the feasibility of where a new westbound on-ramp could be provided

 MTO advised that they are not supportive of new Golf Links Road ramps

 MTO advised that a new ramp was potentially feasible (subject to detailed
study and an Environmental Assessment (EA) study being done) at Mohawk
Road

O City Council directed staff to study a new westbound access ramp from
Mohawk Road

ameco Highway 403 Westbound Access Ramp at Mohawk Road // 4



Study Area
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Purpose, Goals and Objectives

Purpose
« Complete a feasibility study and Class EA process for the proposed ramp

Goals and Objectives

Confirm the need and justification for improvements
* Determine the operational and geometric feasibility of the proposed ramp
« Assess the impact of the proposed ramp on Highway 403 operations

» Assess the impact of the proposed ramp on the natural and socio-economic
environment, and provide for mitigation of impacts

« Complete Phases 1 to 4 of the Municipal Class EA process
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Class EA and Public Consultation

Study Commencement First PIC* Second PIC Study Completion
Sept. 2013 ~ Feb. 2014 ~ June 2014 ~ Sept. 2014

‘VV ‘VV

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4
Problem and/or Alternative Solutions Alternative Design Environmental Study
Opportunit Concepts Report

*Public Information Centre

* The Study will follow the Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class EA process
(October 2000, as amended in 2007 and 2011)

* This Study has been initiated as a Schedule C project, which will fulfill Phases 1 to 4 of
the Municipal Class EA process

« At present, the Study is in Phase 1

« Study updates will be posted to the project website at
www.hamilton.ca/Mohawkroadramp
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Role of ACC

O The ACC will:
* Act as a Community Liaison Committee for this study
* Represent the local community
* Share community values and perspectives
* Provide insight on relevant community issues and possible solutions

O The role of the ACC is to:
« Serve an advisory role to the City with respect to this study
« Advise on transportation and/or community interests relevant to the study
* Review project information and provide input at key stages of the study
« Attend and participate in ACC meetings and study-related PICs
* Encourage represented communities to attend and participate in PICs

O The role of the City is to:
» Facilitate consultation with the ACC
« Attend and present study findings at ACC meetings
« Serve as the main contact to receive ACC correspondence on this study
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ACC Meetings

Study Commencement First PIC Second PIC Study Completion
Sept. 2013 ~ Feb. 2014 ~June 2014 ~ Sept. 2014

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

Problem and/or Alternative Solutions Alternative Design Environmental Study
Opportunit Concepts Report

ACC* Meeting ACC Meeting ACC Meeting ACC Meeting
Dec. 2013 ~ Jan. 2014 ~ May 2014 ~ July 2014

*Ancaster Community Council
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Existing Conditions

Mohawk Road Highway 403
o o * Five-lane (2 eastbound; 3 westbound),
e Two-lane, divided, arterial with divided highway
eastbound access to Northbound * Access to Mohawk Road/The Linc in both
Highway 403 directions from Southbound Highway 403
_ * Access to Linc from Northbound Highway
* Crosses over Highway 403 and 403
connects to the Lincoln Alexander » No access to Mohawk Road from
Parkway (The Linc) Northbound Highway 403

e 100 km/h posted speed

e 70 km/h posted speed at the Highway . Rural cross-section
interchange

« Urban cross-section at the Highway Natural Environment
interchange

* Niagara Escarpment Plan Area
The Linc . Greenbelt. Plan Area

* Bruce Trail entrance routes

o Tiffany Creek

* Four-lane, divided parkway with  Iroquois Heights Conservation Area
eastbound and westbound access to
Highway 403 Socio-economic Environment

* 90 km/h posted speed
* Rural cross-section

 Urban settlement area
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Next Steps

Following this presentation, we will:
 Complete the feasibility study
O Identify the problem and/or opportunity

O Identify and evaluate alternative solutions

1 Meet with you to review results of the above tasks

O Plan for the first PIC to obtain public input

amec”
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Questions and Comments

Submit your comments by December 16, 2013:

Mohan Philip, M.Eng., P.Eng. David Sinke, P.Eng.

Project Manager Project Manager

C